Hank 1V are an anomah. On one hand they
have that been-there,  done-that /<I)(J1\//C(/‘,’;‘
1./ml is the result of being invohwed in the 5((‘7;(;
for 50 long. On the other hand they /na/nl";/;) a
r;ghl(-,v)us \\/(;‘-C/()-lv\’/m[t}\/(:‘l‘-lv\’(-)-l\’()/711-/’)(.‘C[)US(-.‘-H-
doesn t-matterwhat-the-fuck-you-think-about-
(_)ur—nu/sic attitude  usually Insslf,:(!/?';lllll(l:(’/( ”)1(\)/[//11/1
inexperienced vouth. They could casily sell-out

but they couldn’t really sell-out if they 1-\/'1/7.1ec//
(0. And that is just fine with them. 'I'}veir‘ third
album HIV A wall be out November 2010
Silthreeze records. s 3
Interview by Carolyn Keddy
Photos Mark Murrman I

MRR: So Hank V2 Why don't you first tcll me
how the band got together?

f\nthony: Bob and | are staring at each other
senii-meaningfully. it started at the Casanova
!;ounge over many, many cocktails at the bar
The concept for the band was created on a bar
napkin. S5
MRR: Is that a good place to create a band?
Anthony: Yeah, that vortex where the bar .'ulﬁ
out and kind of keeps the front parts s‘eparl'wté
from the back parts, that area is pl'cﬂy mu‘ch

where. ever
here every band | have ever been in fras

formed. The taint of the baris where the magic
happens. ]
l?ol')_: Aot o{_l:)ands get fornied, but very {ew get
Larrlecl.out. Ihat's why we had to get it down on
a napkin so we wouldin't iorget it. The next da
we had notes. V )
MRR: So that’s how you survived.
f\lnfhony: We have a napkin with a bunch of
different variations of the HiV logo
20.
MRR: And why HIV?
Anthony: So wheir Hank Williams grandson
Hank the Third lhas a kid that kid cannot grow
up to be Hank V. It's that easy. )
3 -\ . i -
Bob: You saw that o the internet, didn’t you?
Anthony: Probably. =
Bob: 96 Hours asked that same guestion
MRR: Oh, rcally?
Bob: You uot scooped hy the  Chronicle
Carolyn. ot
Chris: What's in a name?
Anthony: Theyre asking the hard question
over at the Cliron for a change. Theyre asking
IHank [V tl_we hard qaestions, but they're playing
softbatl with Caltrans and the Bay Bridge i
ny 3 1, 4 d =g
Bob: They're asking the hard questions as
opposed 1o other prblications who've askec
what the lyrics are about in a song that is an
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Hank IV are:

Bob McDonald - vocals
Anthony Bedard - guitar & vocals
Andy Oglesby — guitar

Chris Portiolio — bass

Scott Jones — drums

instrumental.
Chris: And what's you favorite spoon?
Anthony: | think it was what's your favorite time
1o spoon? ;
SQIOIZ(\(J\,\L;:V time really. Yor've got to set asicle
MRR: On tour or something.
Bob: Chris and 1 spoon on this couch.
Scolt: Anthony, Chris and slept head to toe @ fa
fhrge Stooges styte in a bed in Haly. 3
Chris: Every morning we were serenacled by a
stonernason working next door, gently lulling
us awake with traditional italian fotk songs 7
Anthony: | didn’t realize “That's /\11%01'@5’;'\«/1%
such a hig hitin ltaly as it is here in America £
Chris: Dean Martin. =
—
l[:;thi.nlBt(l;‘(;Lﬁlgl' the sleeping arrangement was
Anthony: Not anymaore.
MRR: Does it drive you guys crazy when
people are talking ahout youin the press?
BQI‘): That drives us...t just wanna say .l aii
ch;wcn crazy with all of the mentions and talk
ol Hank 1V in the press.
MRR: No. Whenever they mention you in the
press they always say that you guys arc older
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Chris: Well, theyre not lying. Theyre prrsting hanesty in journafisim.
MRR: Why do they point it out?

Anthony: Goddamnit. Anuther publication with o fact checker. !
thought they got Fid of the tact ehecker daring the great journatistic
| think it’s more oi novelty thing.
comment that thereawvere pieces ot dirt

aditorial purge ol 2009,
Chris: I didn’t appreciate the
younger than fHank V.
Anthony: Older than dirt, somewhat younger than the sun.

Chris: 1 don’t know. | like it. It's nice to e able 1o appall yornger
people a ittle bit.

MRR: Do you appall them?

Chris: Frequenty.

MRR: In what way?

Chris: | don’t know. Just that open stack-jawed kind of uhhhhtr.
Anthony: They appall me.

Chris: Yeali. They appalis, 50 that feeting s muitual.

MRR: What do you do about it?

Chris: Play.

Anthony: Bab ranps up the dance moves.

Chris: He finds that special someone.

3ob: Act degenerate.
MRR: What do people
Bob: 1 euess they seen to fike
MRR:Yeah.

ol b doesn’t realtly matter 1m not stopping at all.
Anthony: 'l say this, the word “riveting”.

Chris: Yeah. That about covers it
Anthony: Pretty nich avraps itup.
Bob: They nsuatiy say like “Wow,

think of you dance moves?
thent.

yonl sure were up there.”
Chris: “You guys were doing it

Bob: “On that stage afright.”

Scott: What did Saclie say abait yor the
She said she et had tor me.

first thne?
Bob:
Cliris: She's onr Tirst drimmer’s danghter.
Bob: She was eight or nine al the time.

Anthony: Or first drimmer’s eight-year-ofd danghter.
Chris: She
Anthony: She was cinbarrassed.

Chris: Not for herseli though. bt ioy Boh. She's very astite.
Anthony: So 1 think, a fol ol people who see
thevie either embarrassec tor s starting arovml

felt embarrassed {or Boh.

you Know, miyvhe s
age eight and you
either never get over itor..

Boh: People were st Kind of wailing o see it would eventually get
inirt and 1 achialty did.

Anthony: Yol didn’t et them down.
MRR: But it didn’t stop you, right?
Bob: No. I finished the show, writhing
MRR: What show was ir?

Chris: With Pierced Arrows 1 Bottom Oi The Hith wWhat was? Hiwo

years ago n ow?

in pain.

Boh: Yeah.

Anthony: On the second
and did a mid-air shimniy
Bob: A hati-pike Watusi.
Chris: A lot of people don't realize there's qrite

song of the set, Bob jpnpedap in the air

pivolsith a hati-pike bwirt.

a bit of Bob Fosse in
what Bob does on stage.
Anthony: A quarter-nelson with a shake ‘n bake.

Chris: Remember that movie Alf Tt Jazz wilh Roy Scheider?
Anthony: This is Hank 1V - All That Jizz.

Al ewaww.

Bol: That'it stop me.

Anthony: Yiip, yo 1T¢ OVel.

Chris: An inage of a Hazual containiment barret pops reachity in my
mind’s eyce.

MRR: Tell me about what you are recording right now.

Chris: Well, you know, Scotl is under the deadline ot an paminent
family expansion as it were and we wanted 10 get down..\We had
abott seven new sohgs that weive been playing five Tor ahout six
months. We were really tight as a bind so we
what we got and record it instead of coming back fo it fater ina few

saicl fet's just lake
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mmonths, And sowe dhid.
Anthony: The stultiiying truth.

3ob: Because we can.

Cliris: Yeah, becaise we can.

MRR: Was it fike the last recording session?

Chris: Wae didn’t 1ake as many hreaks.

MRR: Did you suys rite Bob up like you like to do?

Chiris: Toward the end everyone was velling riled.

Bob: bawasnt

MRR: I’'m sorry Bob hates it when I mention it.

Bob: | haven't had iy niling moment yet hecaise | haven't done
Ny part.

MRR: Oh, you haven't.

Chris: We Al put Wi in the vocal room
ns tatking to him throngh headphones for a pood couple hours and

and get hinisinging. It's st
hered! be a bit ot riting e0ing Oh.

Rob: [ expect (o be pissed.

Chris: We try 1o cend hin in there ina bad mood, pist graduatly
pick away al what he's doing during ihe corse of the day. Then,
the inagic happens.

Scotl: WeTe taking this whole  chill building
production {acility business. What you're soaking up. We had the

10 do this one onrselves and just kind of wanted to go al

advantage o
¢

ability
oL OMWN pace.

Chris: It hrned out to I faster than the fasttime
for the hasic stufl.

MRR: Are you recording it all yourseli?

Scott: Yup.

Chris: Well, i nervorls,

MRR: But you're doing it yourseli?

Chris: Yeah, 1 the persont. 1 ke responsibility {or that.

Bob: Yes, vou will.

Chris: When we recorded with Tim Green fast yenr, we just kincla
couldin’t vet over the el that we showed 11p, setup and he said

recorded. Well,

everyone s Lo sign olt on it.

et's take a break.”

Anthony: Tin Green said niore than once 750,
1o take a brenk and
Bob: No.
Anthony:

uhy, you guys want
actialty do some recording now?”

{4 say Chris is an excellent engineer, but one thing he
doesit gaite have is e back catalog of in-hetwveen-song spoken-
word moments bebveen band members. Tin Green hasically has
an entire Hibrary of every band he has ever recorded, Fle's got the
Nixon tapes of the recording world.

Bob: Al the argiments.

MRR: Docs he fet you listen to them?

Chris: Flett pult some.

Anthony: The
Chris: 1t rivals when Al Kouper would runtape in between session
and he would put ot vinyl, maybe fike o hundred copies every
ol what he wald just call 2 comedy record. 1twas alll

zn‘g(mu:nls, the commentary.

Christias.
these hands st nploding in the studio.
Anthony: a quite
naterial,

Timy Green is sitting on 1 cotlection of biackmail
but hie doesn’t play you everything that he's got. e kind
ol tailors what he plays to the specifie hand that's in the stidio at
that tinie.

Scott: e picked the
Anthony: Yeal.
MRR: What did he pick for
Seott: We can't say-

MRR: Maybe later, oif the record?

Anthony: We've already saint 100 much.

MRR: Wow.

Chris: Yo can'l breach that trust othenvise the whole thing will
vO WY But it's nice becaise youl listen to it and you think, “Well
thank Christ that's not us.”

Bob: want to know wha he's p\nye(\ us ior.

Anthony: Veah, exactiv. Were being held out as some abject

right hand iorus.

you?

object lesson.
Chiris: Fven o bitter
6ol GazIng andl passive aggressive jusl

arguments usualty just resolve 1o some
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New York with Midhoney, itwas an all ages show.

niaking out throngh our
whole set.
Ancy: FHank IV, music for
fovers.
MRR: That always happcns
when | DJ at the Casanova.
There’s always a  couple
making out on the couch.
Chris: That's the Casanova.

They'd be doing that if there

was dead silence.

Scotl: Lowlifes ancl alcohol.
Anthony: Hf you wvere Lo look
hack five minutes later you
would notice that the trap door
under the couch has duniped
that couple down into the
Shanghai basement and  that
couple is now proof readling for

hurumping and...

Bob: F'm going outside.
Chris: Yeah. Fneed a simoke. But you don’t snioke. Oh, Fll st go oulsicle
then.

Bob: ¥m snioking right now.

MRR: Do you guys mostly get along?

Chris: Ol yeah. We were friends before. :
Anthony: (langhs) We were {riends berore, but that's (singing) all over
NowW. )

Scoll: We're willing to put it to the test. That's why we fored a band.
Anthony: (singing) Oh, we used 1o be friendly. ..

Chris: | think we already put our varions iriendships to the test in
situations culside of the band. So we already kind of knew what the
tensility was. It was like, a band? That will be easy.

Bob: As long as we're never in the band fonger than getting the
hope.

Clwis: That's kind of a given, that’s kind of part of the age thing. Like
'm never gelting ina van and driving across country anytime in
my litetime.

MRR: But you guys go on tour, right? Pitchiork.
Chris: Well, kind of. Scott: Or fact ¢hecking for the
Bob: A weekend. Cuarcliar.

Anthony: Theyre mterns for the
masic nclustry now.
MRR: Why should everyone listen
to the Hank 1V?
Chris: Cause we play rock/n'rolt
without hyphens or parenthesis.
MRR: And? Tell me more about
Hank IV.
Chris: We got nothing.
Anthony: I'm still mulling over why
people should listen to Hank V.
Scott: Yeah, no shit.
Chris: We couldn’t come up with

Chris: We 2o on rock-cations. IUs an out-oi-pocket, personal
orowth experience.
Anthony: Its like outwarc bound for a bunch of aging,
degenerate, alcoholics.
(everyone laughs)
Chris: That's really a nice encapsulation actually.
Authony: But the difference being a lot of those people i
outward boand they never make it back.
MRR: But you guys all did.
Chris: If we were younger | suppose we would tour. But we afl
have pretty responsible jobs, e just can’t. We have Lo stay
with what we can do and how we live.
Anthony: Someone askec Nick Cave “is Birthday Party ever
poing 10 el back wgether?” Nick Cave just looked al the reason.
guy with this withering look andl saicl, “Birthday Party was a MRR: Andy, why do you play in Hank
: 1V? What do you like about it?
Anthony: Yeah.
Bob: Hot scat.
MRR: Not to put you on the spot or
anything.
Chris: Don’t look at your shoes.
Anthony: it's the new segment—on the hot
ek
* Ancly: Well thewhole age of the band thing

young man's sane
Bob: And one of then s dead.

Chris: F remember seeing the Bad Seecls when they did that
Lollapolooza and they plaved at fike three i the aiternoon.
it was weird in the caylight and all these kids were fike,
“\Who's that guy?”

Anthony: When §was at Ozziest, all ola sudden this band
came on, the stage spun around 180 degrees and ihis
band started playing. The thousands of kids around me

5 9 o

“all jumped up and startedt singing along anch! saich, “Who S,

is this?” [twas Papa Roach. ] =
(laughs)
3ob: [ like Papa Roacl.

Anthony: They were good. 101 going to inish hanging
myself liere in Maximun Rocknrofl. Papa Roach were
better than Marilyn Manson at Ozziest. There it is. |
Good niyght. A CUMEe 9T
MRR: Have you guys played opening for a younger s I e i fieer
band where everyone just kind of looked at you?z — :f 5 WL
Andy: The Tecl Leo show was kind of fike that. / / ; W T
Chris: Yeah. ;
Anthony: But he's kind of our age. :
Chris: When we played at the Knitting Factory in -~

Anthony: Oh, yeah.
Chris: They have a door to the stage and it’s got a

ulass window in it. Bob and Fwere standing and
we're thinking it's one-way glass, like a imirror on

the other side. There’s all these kids in the front

row like sixteen vears old. Then we realize itis ==
not one-way glass when they all look at us and
theyre like “hey”.

Bob: While we were plaving there were two
ciifferent couples right in front of the stage

is just kind of something. Something and
nothing at the same tine. We kind of joke
about it, but... we're ot rehashing things
that we already dic For me anyway this
band is the most complete, cathartic, most
interesting and involved thing I've probably
done. And it just happens 1o occur after a
lot of other things. So insteacl of rehashing
sonething were working toward doing
neaw stuil that's really interesting to me. So
for me that is what FHank 1V is about. Being
able 1o do that at this ripe age.

Bob: You should listen to Hank IV because
old guys are doing it right.

MRR: How long will you keep doing it?
Anthony: Fow inuch longer can we go?
Weve been doing il for fonr or five years.

Chris: Every tinie we iy and stop, some

one will clamor formore or want us to do a
recorel or something. We dich't even want
1o clo the lirst record. We triecd te talk thens
out o it

Anthony: Hard rocking, noisy, cathartic
rock... for kids of all ages, rom five to [iily.
Chris: ft's so weird that the one big
comparison isto Crime or 77 e Cleveland
prnk rock which s just like basically rock
dudes who were playing somiething that
wasn’t quite rock. They didn’t know what
to call it yet. That's what | think we do.
None of us have any really big intention
of what we should somnd like. It is isually
after we play somiething for a while then
we gowell it sounds like that.

Scoll: Yeah, vou wouldn’t put the Hank 1V
sonnd together on paper. You wouldn't toy
1o chavy a diagran and say that the band is
voing to sound like this.
Anthony:  (laughs) Yeah,
anless you werc cdrnk at o bar with a pen

you wouldn't
and a soguy napkin.

Andy: Then you wonlel And uncler ne other
circamstances should it ever be attempted.
Scotl: But | think it was just a matter of
who would be hin 1o play ina band with
We had no idea what it would sonnd like.

Well, | think you guys had an icdea what you wvere after, but..
Chiris: It clidnt cprite translate.
.MRR: Do you guys all have a punk rock background?

Scott: | don’t know. Yeah.

Clwis: Yeah, for the most part.

Anthonv: Bob

Chris: Well, we know Bob.

MRR: Tell us about your punk rock background Boh?

Bob: tawvas probablywhien was sixteen.

Chris: What yearwas that Bob?

Bob: 1981,

MRR: Were vou guys all in bands when you were sixteen?
Chris: Oh yeah.

Ancly: Yeal.

Anthony: Yeah.

Scott: Yup.

Andy: Scott and | were actually in Nerth Carolina at the same time
and never were in bands ftogether], bhut we were always in a couple ol
dhifierent bands in the same towi, the same time. guess bwas in Al Tore
Up when we first met. 3

Scolt: Yeah, veali he was the drununer in this punk rock band called All
Tore Up. They opened ior the Ramones and that was like..

Andy: | peaked early. (Inirghs)

Scott: They all peaked carly.

Scolt: We dlicl play, with one bandl together.

Ancly: Oh. Yeah. Walffle Pussy. .

Scolt: Walile Pussy. Yeah. There’s a website.

Chris: Just Google hmage that.

Andy: Twas in bands in those days, biit they cdon’t even bear publication
in an internet newsletter, never mind this tine, fine stahwart magazine.
MRR: You know somcone out there has the cassette. 3

Andy: Oh, t know. That's why i not going to tell vou.

Bob: t played with Brum Kon, The Roadkill 5. Angry Cowboys.

Chyis: \What about the Circus one?

Bob: Bacl Circiis.

Chiris: Bob's sitting on the second Bum Kon record, which is a work of
£enius.

Anthony: He's literally sitting o it

-

Chris: Right now. it's under the conch holding that end up.

Anthony: {t's broken.into about eight or nine sharcs of vinyl.

Chris: What is itz Meat Grincder?

Bob: Ground Roind.

Anthony: s it named after the restaurant? Ground Round was like a
proto-Chucky Cheese niinus the mascot.

Anthony: it's rock for people who love rock. it doesn’t matter. Even the
yonth like Ty Segall, he's into it. Whatever. 1t's like people who like real
deal rock like the Hank V.

Bob: Utritlo’s there.

Anthony: We're playing o please ourselves and people who like
rockn'roll. it's beyond. {t's not fashion. #'s not trendy.

Chris: It's certainly not {ashion.

Anthony: WeTre 160 old to become a buzz band. Yo know? All that Kind
of shit. All the shit that goes on with young twenty-something kics who
are young enough to go and fuicking live like dogs on the roac anct go and
do all that fucking bullshit. Hank IV is still vou know whatever. | don't
even know what else comnpares right now. The only thing is Mission Of
Burma pulting ot three amazing albums twenty years atter the ract. And
that shil is as good or better than so much other stuff that is out there.
Chiris: Yeah.

Anthony: | am nol even saying we're...| meanwe're doing something, you
know, different, siniilar but difierent, you know, F'm not putting us in wvith
that, but at the same time it's just we're rockin® out and...

Chris: One thing that comes with age is that we fendl o not wear any of
our influences on our sleeve anymore. Like the novelty of doing that is
pretty iar past us. (laughs)

Scolt: Yeab.

Anthony: Yeal.

Bob: 10 thinking that starting up> a DIY band would be pretty cool now.
Chris: FIl buy vou a Robert Smith wig if you do that.

3ob: Cool.

Chris: Then it will orwon't it?

Bob: ¥d need to lose a littte weight.

Chris: No vou don't. That's what's great about |
MRR: Have you scen him lately?

Bob: HHave you seenme lately?

Anthony: Fgotta yo.




